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August 14, 2019








Lickdale, PA


The Union Township Board of Supervisors held a scheduled sewer meeting on August 14, 2019.  The meeting was held at the Municipal Building, 3111 SR 72, Jonestown, PA.
Chairman Firestone called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

Present:

Dennis Firestone, Chairman 




Kerry McCrary, Vice Chairman 




Gary Longenecker, Secretary




Atty. Andrew Race for Paul Bametzreider, Twp. Solicitor




Scott Rights, Sewer Engineer



Brent McFeaters, Township Manager



Elizabeth Krause, Zoning Officer 



Jim Darkes, Operator 



Five (5) Citizens
PUBLIC COMMENTS


None

APPROVE THE MINUTES 


 Chairman Firestone presented the minutes from the July meeting for approval.  Gary Longenecker made a motion seconded by to approve the July meeting minutes.   All approved. 

APPROVE THE FINANCIAL REPORT


Kerry McCrary made a motion seconded by Gary Longenecker to approve the Financial Report.  All approved.  

 OPERATOR’S REPORT – Jim Darkes

Jim Darkes reported that the Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) regarding future DEP inspections was relayed to the rest of the staff.  
Mr. Darkes also reported that eyewash station that Uniguard required in the chorine shed prior to anymore deliveries, was purchased and will be installed by the end of the week.   Jim added that the flow meter certifications on the meters at the plant and the pump stations were completed by W. G. Malden on August 6th.  
Jim also reported that the levels at the tail of the plant are still fluctuating, adding that the levels will elevate in train two for a period of time, and then it will go down. He said at this time they don’t have it pinpointed and will continue to monitor it, but it’s possible that there could be an air bubble in the line.  
Jim Darkes asked Scott Rights, Sewer Engineer if he has the updated drawings on the treatment units and Scott said they have them all together and he is reviewing them.  
Jim said the only other thing going on for them over the past month was the water consumption report for the car wash. He said he is a little confused because he thought the intent 
of the OmniSite was to ensure that the carwash was not going over their 11 EDUS and that it was not going to be used for billing purposes.   He said he reached out to Atty. Paul Bametzreider but hadn’t heard back from him.  Attorney Andrew Race who was filling in for Attorney Bametzreider said Atty. Bametzreider will get back to Mr. Darkes when he gets back in town next week.  

Scott Rights explained that the Township has a policy of Liz looking at the water meter readings that are provided by the City of Lebanon Authority and if someone says that all their water usage doesn’t go into the sewer system, they may ask if they can install a deduct meter.  If the meter readings from the City of Lebanon shows that a customer went over their allotted EDU’s, Liz will take out the readings from the deduct meter to see if they are still going over their allotted EDUs.      Scott  said the Carwash’s situation is a little different in that his allotment was originally 7 EDUs and they were asked to pay for 4 additional EDU’s based on their water usage unless they could document that the actual usage was something less, then the required EDU’s would be something less based on whatever the documentation showed.  
Jim Darkes said the historical readings show that the carwash uses 11 EDUs certain times of the year.   Scott Rights agreed, but said they are looking at it in form of tapping fees and tapping fees are based on the Act 57 Study. There were specific figures that were used in those calculations and it’s not based on picking certain quarters out of the year, it’s looking at the flows over a period of time and averaging those flows.  Jim Darkes said the plant has to be able to handle the maximum flow at any given time from the facility.
Scott said what they are treating the carwash the same way they treat all their customers such as Tyco and V & S Galvanizing who put on deduct meters. Scott said that if a user has 10 EDUs even if they use less than 10 EDUs, they still get billed for 10 EDUs but if they go over 10 EDUs, then they pay the flat rate plus the charge for the additional EDU usage for that quarter.  If the Township sees this is ongoing trend, then the user is required to pay additional tapping fees, unless they can come up with a method to show that they are not putting all the water into the sewer system.  Dennis Firestone said that part of the problem is the date was not met for the carwash to prove that the water they are using is not going into the sewer system and that is why the money that was put in escrow from the sale of the carwash for the payment of the additional EDUs was turned over to the Township.  
Jim said he’s not sure what other information to provide because the only thing they had were the historical meter readings at that time, because the OmniSite was only functioning for about 30 days because of the defective pump and the syphoning and the readings that they initially received were erroneous and didn’t mean a thing.  Jim said he will wait to hear from Atty. Bametzreider.  
Kerry McCrary asked about the strip that was to go around the asphalt at the sewer treatment plant and Brent McFeaters, Township Manager said Hoffer sealed it when he was working in the area.  
ENGINEER’S REPORT – Scott Rights
The following is an update on work completed by our office during the past month. 
1. Wastewater Treatment Plant & Collection System Issues:
a.
Automation Improvements to the Aeration and Waste Sludge Systems:  We continue to work with Kruger and NLCA in considering options for making improvements. 

b.
Concrete Wall Scouring:  Our office has been discussing options with two (2) contractors including Quandel (GC for original construction) and DiCaltada Contracting as well as Kruger.  Several protective coatings have been recommended however, we are awaiting Kruger’s response before issuing recommendations for the Board to consider.  Kruger’s construction department is researching the issue.

2.
Land Development Projects:  The following is an update on proposed land development projects and reviews as they relate to sanitary sewer.
a.
70 Bordnersville Rd (Wesco): Testing of the privately owned grinder pump is scheduled for Wednesday, August 14.  Scott added that the high water alarm failed so they will get that fixed in the next 30 days.  
b.
Freightliner of Lebanon (SE corner of SR 0072 and Old Forge Rd):  We completed a review of the initial submission of the final subdivision and land development plan showing the proposed sanitary sewer connection to the existing Township sewers in Old Forge Rd.  Review comments were provided to the Developer’s Engineer.  We are awaiting revised plans. 

c.
Fisher Ave. Hotel:  Our office reviewed the minor subdivision and preliminary/final land development plans submitted by the Developer’s Engineer and have provided comments regarding the sanitary sewer design.  In addition, we requested the Developer’s Engineer make application to the Township for a request for sewer capacity since an evaluation of available capacity in the Ingram Micro Pump Station will likely be needed.
3.
Standard Sanitary Sewer Construction Specifications:  Our office continues to finalize the technical specification revisions and standard drawing details.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
None

BILLS  


Dennis Firestone made a motion seconded by Kerry McCrary to pay the bills in the 

amount of $10,517.69 from the Sewer Fund.  All approved. 

DATE OF NEXT LICKDALE TREATMENT PLANT MEETING 
Wednesday, September 11, 2019 at 6:30 P.M
ADJOURNMENT 


The meeting was adjourned at 6:58 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,






Elizabeth Krause





Recording Secretary
