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September 11, 2019
Lickdale, PA


The Union Township Board of Supervisors met in regular session on Wednesday, September 11, 2019.  The meeting was held at the Municipal Building, 3111 SR 72, Jonestown, PA.

 Dennis Firestone called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Present:

Dennis Firestone, Chairman 




Kerry McCrary, Vice Chairman
Gary Longenecker, Secretary
Brent McFeaters, Township Manager

Elizabeth Krause, Zoning Officer 
Bryan Michael, Road Crew Supervisor
 Paul Bametzreider, Township Solicitor    



Steve Sherk, Township Engineer



Bob Gerhart, Matthew & Hockley




Rob Taylor, NFLES Fire Chief




Atty. George Christianson




Marlin Martin, Jonestown Group, LLC



Craig Bomgardner, McCarthy Engineering




Bobby George, Facilities Mgr. 




Nine (9) Citizens  
EXECUTIVE SESSION


Dennis Firestone announced that an Executive Session was held on Thursday Evening, September 5, 2019 regarding personnel.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None
MINUTES

Kerry McCrary made a motion seconded by Gary Longenecker to approve the August 14, 2019 Meeting Minutes.  All approved. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 


Gary Longenecker made a motion seconded by Kerry McCrary to approve the Financial Report.  All approved.  

FORT INDIANTOWN GAP – David Weisnicht

Mr. Weisnicht did not attend the meeting

STATE POLICE REPORT


The State Police report was provided with the handouts.

NORTHERN LEBANON FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES (NLFES)


Brent McFeaters, Township Manager explained that First Aid & Safety had handled the EMT calls, and on the Laura Lebow show some of the residents in the area were concerned about the response time because as of September 1st the contract with First Aid & Safety will end and the contract with Life Lion won’t start until October 1st so he asked Rob Taylor, Fire Chief of the Northern Lebanon Fire & Emergency Services (NFLES) to attend the meeting to give an update. 
 Mr. Taylor explained that there was never a fully local ambulance in the Jonestown station.  He said that when there’s a call, the first available ambulance will go out on the call, so nothing will change, noting that EMA makes the decision of which ambulance will go to a place, and they will get the closest ambulance whether its First Aid & Safety or Life Lion.  He said they will have an ambulance at the Ono Station, but nothing has changed.  

Kerry McCrary asked if that also pertains to the Gap, that if they would get an ambulance, would it go into the group and be used.  Mr. Taylor said that if Ft. Indiantown Gap would get an ambulance, it will be included in the network. 
Deb Firestone commented that Laura said she knows the first place Life Lion will want to take you will be to Hershey.  Mr. Taylor said that the ambulance has to take you wherever you want to go, even if it’s to Philadelphia.  He noted that if it is a life-threatening situation, and you are not conscious, you will be transported to the closest facility.  

The monthly NLFES Report was provided with the meeting handouts.  

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT – Liz Krause


Liz Krause reported that the Planning Commission met on Wednesday, September 4, 2019 and took action on the following items:

1.  Freightliner subdivision & Land Development Plan

The Planning Commission recommends the Board accept the 90-day extension for the Freightliner Subdivision & Land Development Plan.
2.  Babu Patel Two Lot Subdivision

a.  The Planning Commission recommends the Board approved the DEP Planning Waiver & Non-Building Declaration 

b. The Planning Commission recommends the Board accept the 30-day time extension per McCarthy Engineering’s letter dated 8/26/19.

c. The Planning Commission recommends the Board approve the plan contingent upon receipt of signed, sealed plans and a draft deed being provided to the Supervisors.
ALETA BABE MINOR SUBDIVISION PLAN


Dennis Firestone made a motion seconded by Kerry McCrary to approve the Aleta Babe Subdivision Plan.  All approved.

FREIGHTLINER SUBDIVISION & LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN REQUSTING A 90-DAY EXTENSION


Dennis Firestone made a motion seconded by Kerry McCrary to accept the 90-day extension for the Freightliner Subdivision & Land Development Plan.  All approved.  

BABU PATEL SUBDIVISION PLAN


Steve Sherk, Township Engineer presented the Board with the DEP Non-Building Declaration Planning Waiver for approval and explained to the Board that they must get on record that sewage planning is being waived for this lot and the deed will be recorded stating that they cannot develop the lot.  Kerry McCrary made a motion seconded by Dennis Firestone to approve the DEP Planning Waiver and Non-Building Declaration.  


Craig Bomgardner of McCarthy Engineering explained to the Board that they have not received a copy of the draft deed that was one of the conditions for plan approval, but he was hoping to receive it by next week.  Gary Longenecker made a motion seconded by Kerry McCrary to accept the 30-day time extension for plan approval.


After a lengthy discussion regarding the draft deed requirement, Kerry McCrary made a motion seconded by Dennis Firestone to grant conditional approval of the plan if the deed is received in seven days.  All approved.  

ZONING OFFICER REPORT

Liz Krause reported that seven permits were issued totaling $257.00, $78.50 was received in reimbursement fees and $810.00 was received in plan submittal fees.  

Krause also reported the following:
The scrap pile across the from the home at 40 White Tail Lane was cleaned up and the grass was recently cut.  Krause added that her and Brent McFeaters were at the property again today, and they both feel it has been brought into compliance.  Krause said there was more cleanup done at the 47 White Tail Lane property noting that some scrap was removed from the driveway and the cleanup is continuing.
The grass was mowed at 488 Awol Road and the items that were scattered throughout the property were removed.  The fence posts and lumber in the back of the home are going to be used for an agricultural fence which does not require a permit.  

A formal complaint was filed against the property owner at 70 Campmeeting Road regarding loud banging sounds coming from the property during the late hours of the night and various car parts laying around in the driveway and more than two unlicensed vehicles on the property.  A certified letter was sent to the property owner regarding the violations.  Since receipt of my letter, he has removed the various car parts from his driveway and said he will not work on any of his racing vehicles in his garage during the late hours of the night and will have the vehicles removed from his property by the end of the month.    I will follow up with a visit to the property to verify it was brought into compliance.  

The property owner’s wife of 15 Campmeeting Road has been in contact with the Township regarding the tires that were illegally dumped on their property.  Several truckloads of the tires have been removed, and the remaining tires are supposed to be removed by the weekend.  Derek Bartram of DEP said he will contact the Township when he goes to the property for inspection so we can accompany him to verify that the tires have been removed. Kerry McCrary asked how we will know if the tires are being taken to an authorized location, and Paul Bametzreider said that receipts will be provided for each load of tires taken from the property.  
ROAD FOREMAN REPORT


Brent McFeaters, Township Manager said the road crew will be putting a pipe in Awol Road & Hoover Drive, and Awol Road will be closed on Saturday, September 14 from 7 a.m. to 3 pm.  Brent added that they will put notes on the residents’ doors regarding the road closure. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT – STEVE SHERK – 
1. Street Occupancy / Driveway Permits:  No permits were issued since the last meeting.
2. Atlantic-Sunrise Pipeline.  All road restorations are complete except for Hoover Drive where additional repairs are necessary at the pipeline crossing.  Martin Paving provided an estimate in the amount of $3,150.00 to complete the repair and Transco has agreed to reimburse the Township for the final cost of the repair.  The Board should decide if it wants to complete the repair before winter or wait until spring.  The Board agreed to table the repairs until spring.  
3. Green Point School Road Bridge.  Remaining work includes guiderail installation, streambed and bridge abutment backfill, paving and landscape restoration.  CriLon submitted its third pay application in the amount of $57,284.49 (see my recommendation letter dated September 3rd).  CriLon is about a month behind schedule and is now targeting substantial completion by September 27th, weather permitting.  Dennis Firestone made a motion seconded by Kerry McCrary to authorize the payment of $57,284.49 to CriLon.  All approved.  Steve Sherk noted that the Township is still holding around $80,000 which includes 10% retainage which will not be paid until everything on the punch list is completed. 
4. Quartermaster Road Culvert.  DEP issued the GP-11 permit last week.  We are preparing the legal descriptions and exhibits necessary for the temporary grading easements.  Fort Indiantown Gap anticipates the East ACP project will start in the spring so it may be advisable to bid the Quartermaster Road project this fall.  However, final paving may be pushed into the spring due to weather limitations.  Atty. Bametzreider said that it could be difficult to get the easements, but Steve Sherk said John Softly said they will expedite it.  After a brief discussion, Kerry McCrary made a motion seconded by Gary Longenecker to authorize Steve Sherk to take the required steps to move forward with the Quartermaster Road Culvert.  All approved.  
5. Silvertown Road Culverts.  DEP issued the GP-11 permit last month.  See separate letter for bid results and our recommendation for the bid award.  Construction is anticipated to commence in mid-October or early November depending on the end of the racing season at Linda’s Speedway.  Dennis Firestone made a motion seconded by Gary Longenecker to award the bid to A. H. Moyer of Myerstown in the amount of $140,817.00.  All approved.  Steve said they will probably have to close the road, but the contract says that they have to keep the road passable because there is no alternative to get in there.  A discussion was held about the road being passable, and Steve said it’s unfortunate that Silvertown Road is a dead-end road and they will do the best they can to allow access.  
6. Neuins Lane Culvert.  Survey and base mapping are complete.  We are preparing the GP-11 permit registration and construction drawings.

7. Ridge Road Bridge Inspection.  The field inspection is complete.  I plan to have a report ready for the October meeting with a recommendation to repair or replace the bridge, including estimated costs.

8. Babu Patel – Land Subdivision Plan.  The Planning Commission recommended approval of the Babu Patel Land Subdivision Plan and Sewage Planning Waiver, contingent upon the applicant providing a draft copy of the deeds for Lot 1 and the Residue Tract.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT – ATTORNEY PAUL BAMETZREIDER
JEFF CAMP – OLD FOR ROAD PROPERTY CLEAN UP


Atty. Bametzreider informed that Board that he’s been in touch with Jeff Camp who said that he will have Woodland Contractors tear down the house and clean up the property. It was noted that a demolition permit must be obtained to tear down the house. 
NEWSWANGER POULTRY OPERATION


Atty. Bametzreider reported that he has the letter of credit for the Newswanger Poultry Operation but has not received any of the required agreements.  Steve Sherk noted that they haven’t received the NPDES permit regarding the existing riparian buffers, so it got kicked up to DEP.  Steve added that they still have not received the signed agreements.  
LIFE LION AGREEMENTS

Atty. Bametzreider said he reviewed the Life Lion agreements and has been in touch with Scott Buckle who runs the Life Lion Program for the Medical Center and it’s their understanding that the agreements are with the general counsel’s office in Hershey.   Atty. Bametzreider added that he hasn’t seen any of the specific agreements for the individual municipalities.  
NEW BUSINESS
JONESTOWN GROUP, LLC REVIEW PROJECT AND HOP STATUS

Atty. George Christianson said they have been working on this very large project since 2015 where they are asking to have 49 acres of the property owned by Jonestown Group, LLC to be rezoned from Commercial to R-1.   He explained that the Supervisors were concerned about access from Awol Road, and the issue with Penn Dot is the Township signed a document which allowed Penn Dot to review the permit and said that they would agree but not approve until something is approved by the Township.   Atty. Christianson said his client contacted Chrisland Engineering to prepare a plan which will cost them $120,000.00 and the owner would like to move forward with the plan but is concerned that if it’s not rezoned, everything will fall apart. He said that it will cost roughly $200,000.00 for all the costs involved with the plan.

Bob Gerhart of Matthew & Hockley explained that Penn Dot reviewed the proposal and addressed the comments after they received the letter.   He added that they had three submissions and said all the technical questions have been answered but they won’t approve anything until they receive land development approval from the Township.  Steve added that Jonestown Group was hoping to get conditional approval from Penn Dot., but Penn Dot wants a copy of the plan & stormwater plan for review. 
Atty. Bametzreider added that Jonestown Group is in a catch 22 situation and can’t move forward with the plan if the land is not rezoned and suggested that an agreement could be put into place regarding rezoning the area for the project, and if the plan would fall through, that Jonestown Group would pay the costs to rezone the property back to Commercial Zoning which would require an escrow of about $12,000 with the Township and once the plan is approved, whatever is left in the account would be turned back to Jonestown Group, LLC.  After a discussion was held regarding the required funding and an updated escrow agreement and other updated documents, Dennis Firestone made a motion seconded by Kerry McCrary that upon receipt of the required funding and signed agreement from Jonestown Group,   authorizing Paul Bametzreider, Township Solicitor and Steve Sherk, Township Engineer to proceed with taking the necessary steps to move forward with rezoning the property.  All approved.  
FISHER AVENUE & OLD FORGE ROAD SIGNAL LIGHT


Dennis Firestone announced that emergency repairs were made by C. M. High at the Traffic Signal at Fisher Avenue & Old Forge Road and the cost was not to exceed $2,800.00.
KINGS PLANTATION DEVELOPMENT

 Dennis Firestone said the Township received a proposal from Martin’s Paving to crack seal all the roads within the development and the cost will be approximately $6,000.00 to $8,000.00, and Jordan from Martin’s Paving estimates that it will take 1.5 to 2 days to complete the crack sealing.  Dennis Firestone made a motion seconded by Kerry McCrary to authorize Martin’s Paving to crack seal the roads in King’s Plantation.  All approved.

MOTION TO CLOSE AWOL ROAD ON SEPTEMEBER 14, 2019


Dennis Firestone said the road crew will be repairing an existing culvert crossing at the intersection of Awol Road and Hoover Drive and will need to close Awol Road on Saturday September 14, 2019 from 7:00 am to 3:00 p.m.  Kerry McCrary made a motion seconded by Gary Longenecker to authorize the closing of Awol Road on Saturday September 14, 2019 from 7:00 am. to 3:00 p.m. to make the culvert repairs at the intersection of Awol Road and Hoover Drive.   All approved.  

BILLS PAYABLE


Dennis Firestone made a motion seconded by Kerry McCrary to pay the bills in the amount of $443,854.35 from the General, Recycling, Liquid Fuels Street-Light, & Payroll Funds.  All approved.  

DATE OF NEXT PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING


Wednesday October 2, 2019 - 7:00 PM  
DATE OF NEXT LICKDALE TREATMENT PLANT MEETING

Wednesday, October 9 , 2019  -  6:30 PM
DATE OF NEXT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETINGS

Wednesday, October 9, 2019  -  7:00 PM
ADJOURNMENT

With no further business or comments, the meeting was adjourned at 8:08 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Krause
Recording Secretary
